|HBRB_010124K^~
|HBRB_010124K^~ Bro 1B

|HBRB_010124Ce~
|HBRB_010124Ce~ Bro 1B

BLACK

CYAN

|HBRB_010124Mv~
|HBRB_010124Mv~ Bro 1B

|HBRB_010124Y8~
|HBRB_010124Y8~ Bro 1B

MAGENTA

YELLOW

BROWARD&STATE B
!OKBUG!

MONDAY, JANUARY 24, 2005

I

EDITOR: PATRICIA ANDREWS pandrews@herald.com 954-538-7105

IN MY OPINION

LEONARD PITTS JR.
lpitts@herald.com

A case that’s
not as simple as
black and white

Y

es, his civil rights were violated.
He was held without access
to an attorney for 10 days. Lawmen
threatened his life. His interrogation
was filmed and then televised, tainting the small-town jury pool.
They did it because it was 1961,
because it was Louisiana and because
he was a black man accused of killing
a white woman.
But Wilbert Rideau was not innocent. He had, in fact, committed the
crimes he was accused of. Nor was it
some minor offenses. He robbed a
bank, took three people hostage and
then, on a road outside Lake Charles,
shot and stabbed one
of them to death.
So you will understand why I find it
difficult to know how
to feel about the fact
that Rideau was set
free last week.
RIDEAU
This was after his
fourth trial. The previous trials ended
in murder convictions, each overturned by higher courts on procedural
grounds: the first because of a tainted
jury pool (the Supreme Court called
the trial a ‘‘kangaroo court’’), the second because prosecutors excluded
jurors who had reservations about the
death penalty, the third because
blacks were barred from the grand
jury.
The fourth time was the charm.
Rideau was convicted of manslaughter and set free because, after 44 years
behind bars, he had already served the
maximum penalty for that crime
almost twice over.
‘MOST REHABILITATED’
If my response is ambivalence, I’m
sure his supporters have no trouble
knowing what to feel: elation, vindication, joy. Rideau, whom Life magazine
famously called ‘‘the most rehabilitated prisoner in America,’’ transformed himself while behind bars. He
became, of all things, a journalist, an
editor of The Angolite magazine, produced by and for prisoners of the
state penitentiary at Angola. His work
won him the prestigious George Polk
and Robert F. Kennedy awards; a documentary about life at Angola even
netted him an Oscar nomination.
At 62, Rideau is not the 19-year-old
who committed a crime four decades
ago. It’s easy to understand why some
would celebrate his freedom.
But me, I keep circling like a homing pigeon back to an immutable fact.
He killed somebody. There isn’t
enough rehabilitation in the world to
minimize that act.
My point is that the Rideau case is
a moral conundrum even without the
question of race. It pushes us toward
dark shadows of irresolution, asks us
to decide whether we really believe in
rehabilitation and redemption and
whether we can do that without
breaking faith with the dead. It’s a
puzzle knotty enough to furrow your
brow all by itself.
And then there is race, which layers in dimensions all its own.
RACIAL DISCRIMINATION
Julian Murray, Rideau’s attorney,
has amassed statistics proving that
white murderers were sentenced to
life in prison and released in the time
Rideau sat behind bars. As Murray
told a reporter, ‘‘No black person has
ever killed a white person in Calcasieu Parish and got out of jail.’’
So I suppose it is fair to free
Rideau. First, because he is no longer
the man he was. Second, because the
considerations we extend to killers
ought not be decided on the basis of
race.
It is a faintly ridiculous thing to
have to say, and in that it speaks volumes about the nation we were and,
in too many ways, still are. We draw
radial distinctions among the despicable, sift even the contemptible by
color of skin. A white man may have
killed somebody, but he is still, at the
end of the day, a white man.
Which is to say, a man.
It makes Rideau a rather odd icon
of racial progress or the lack thereof.
He is a human balancing act, victimizer and victim wrapped in one skin.
Because of that, he forces those of us
who understand the vulnerabilities of
black people in a color-coded system
to do a balancing act of our own.
You can’t embrace him, yet you
can’t quite push him away.
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STADIUM QUEST

Marlins: We deserve subsidy
■ Labeled ‘‘terrorists’’ for their
negotiation methods, the
Florida Marlins are in a familiar
position: Stumbling in their
effort to get state help to build
a stadium.
BY MARC CAPUTO
mcaputo@herald.com

TALLAHASSEE — The Florida
Marlins have accomplished the
seemingly impossible in their short
life span: they have won two World
Series titles in a decade, yet failed
to persuade a business-boosting,
sports-happy Legislature to give
them a tax subsidy for a new sta-

dium.
This year marks the fourth time
the Marlins will ask for a subsidy
— now totaling $60 million — and
already a powerful politician who
could kill the proposal has labeled
the team ‘‘terrorists.’’
Senate President Tom Lee this
week hurled the accusation — later
watering the epithet down to
‘‘blackmail’’ — after the team met
with Las Vegas officials, suggesting
it might leave Florida. Marlins
President David Samson, who
wouldn’t comment on Lee’s pejoratives, said the team wasn’t trying to
exert undue pressure.

Whatever the motivation, the
trip to Vegas was interpreted as a
threat by city, county and state politicians, constituting yet another
public-relations misstep for the
team, which nevertheless faces a
good chance to get state money.
Since 2000, its subsidy requests
have been doomed by a combination of the tricky politics of MiamiDade and the state Legislature, as
well as what critics say is the
team’s arrogance.
‘‘They think they’re more
important than they are,’’ said state

TALK TO US
Should the Florida Legislature
pass a tax subsidy to help the
Marlins finance a new stadium?
The Herald wants your opinions on anything and everything. Call our Outburst line to
leave a message:
954-764-7026, ext. 5201. Or
e-mail outburst@herald.com.
Some of your responses will be
printed Sunday. You can also
vote at HERALD.COM. Click on
Today’s Extras.
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Veteran
jockey
killed
in crash
■ Roger Danjean of Southwest
Ranches, a retired jockey who
had raced horses in South
Florida and around the country,
died in a car accident Saturday,
along with a family friend from
Hollywood who was riding with
him.
BY KEVIN DEUTSCH
kdeutsch@herald.com

In the 30 years that Roger Danjean raced horses, he came to love
the animals for their speed, power
and beauty.
After he retired from racing in
the early ’90s, Danjean saw those
same qualities in a blue 1966 Ford
Cobra convertible. He fell in love
with the car, brought it home, and
cared for it as he would a thoroughbred.
On Saturday night, as Danjean
and a friend took the Cobra on a
joyride around the block in Hollywood, the ex-jockey lost control of
his cherished car.
It hit the median,
launched into the
air, and slammed
into a cement light
pole.
Danjean, 60, of
S o u t h w e s t
Ranches, and his
friend, Linda Mustain, a 43-year-old DANJEAN
mother, were killed. Police said the
Cobra was traveling at a high
speed.
Mustain, of Hollywood, was at a
party in Hollywood Saturday night
hosted by Danjean’s family. The
ex-jockey asked partygoers if any
of them wanted to take a ride
around the block in his Cobra to
experience the sleek car’s power
and beauty.
Mustain, a longtime friend of
Danjean and his wife’s family,
eagerly volunteered to take a ride.
Danjean drove the Cobra
around the block for a few minutes,
and was headed back to the party

PHOTOS BY MARSHA HALPER / HERALD STAFF

EN ROUTE: Tri-Rail engineer Dennis Dykstra sounds the horn Friday morning on a northbound
commuter train in Broward County.

Train noise has some
residents sounding off
■ With a sharp increase in the
number of trains running on
tracks used by Tri-Rail,
nearby residents are pushing
for a ban on trains blowing
their horns. Federal
regulations are expected
soon that could make that a
reality.
BY MICHAEL HIBBLEN
mhibblen@herald.com

Eric Dabach of Hollywood
calls it a horrible surprise.
After pouring everything he
had into buying a home a year
ago in the Lakes of Emerald Hills,
Debach says he soon noticed an
increase in the number of trains
and noise coming from railroad
tracks just over his backyard
fence.
‘‘I see them doing construction, go back there and find
they’re building a second track.’’
That additional track, to be
completed next year along the
entire 72-mile corridor, which
mostly parallels Interstate 95, is

PASSING BY: Townhouses in Deerfield Beach, seen from a
Tri-Rail train, are a stone’s throw from the railroad tracks.
allowing Tri-Rail, Amtrak and
freight carrier CSX to sharply
increase the number of trains
they run.
Eventually, as many as 60
trains a day will run, bringing

much more noise, which has residents like Dabach upset.
‘‘When that horn goes off
early in the morning, it does
1358.500
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$25 GUN BUYBACK

Century Villagers receive a disarming offer
■ The Pembroke Pines Citizens Crime Watch will start a gun
buyback program, although gun violence is not a major problem
in the community.
BY AMY SHERMAN
asherman@herald.com

A program typically used to take
guns off crime-plagued urban
streets is coming soon to an
unlikely place: Pembroke Pines’
Century Village, a gated retirement

community.
The Citizens Crime Watch of
Pembroke Pines will hold a gun
buyback at the condo development
Feb. 26. Residents can bring in
unwanted firearms — no questions
asked — and receive a $25 gift cer-

tificate to a local retailer.
This particular buyback is
aimed at taking guns out of homes
where they could be stolen or accidentally hurt someone.
‘‘There are guns out there,
believe me,’’ said Irv Kest, 68, of
Century
Village.
‘‘Illegal.
Unwanted. Unused.’’
Kest, who pitched the program
to city leaders, said he witnessed

the effects of gun violence when he
was a New York City police officer.
Kest, who works with Pines’ Citizens Crime Watch, suggested the
program through Crime Watch.
Police will arrange for the destruction of the weapons.
Century Village’s Condominium
Owners of Pembroke Pines Associ1427.500
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MIAMI-DADE GOVERNMENT FEUD

TUITION DEBATE

JOSE BEZERRA da SILVA, 77

County Manager George Burgess
caught between mayor and commission.

A new ‘block tuition plan’ would have a
big impact on state university fees.

Samba singer whose lyrics inspired
Brazilian hip-hop performers.
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A LOOK AT WHAT’S GOING ON IN YOUR COMMUNITY
The For Your Information column appears Mondays in The
Herald’s Broward section. You’ll find classes, clubs, programs
for senior citizens and children, and community entertainment
events. On Fridays, Broward’s Weekend section features
comprehensive listings of the coming weekend’s
entertainment events and a look at what’s ahead.
Listings are subject to change without notice. It is
recommended that you call before attending an event.

3 A’s to Less Stress: Workshop to
learn how to reduce stress and
increase energy; 7 p.m.; Island City
Chiropractic, 1749 NE 26th St., Suite
F, Wilton Manors; free.
954-566-1349.
Broward Herb and Spice Society:
Monthly herb meeting; 7:30 p.m.;
Broward County Extension
Education Division, 3245 College
Ave., Davie; free. 954-587-4754.
Hatha Yoga at T.Y. Park: Bring a
mat; 10 a.m.; Topeekeegee Yugnee
Park, 3300 N. Park Rd., Hollywood;
$8 a class. 954-985-1980.
National Multiple Sclerosis Society:
7 p.m.; Memorial
Hospital-Pembroke, 2261 N.
University Dr., Pembroke Pines. Call
Lois, 954-491-4195.
South Florida Fair HealthExpo: The
Cancer Research and Prevention
Foundation presents Check Your
Insides Out — From Top to Bottom
exhibit along with other health
vendors at the fair; noon-10 p.m.;
South Florida Fairgrounds, 9067
Southern Blvd., West Palm Beach;
fair admission is $15 adult, $8 child
6-11, $9 senior, children 5 and under
free. 561-793-0333 or visit www.
checkyourinsidesout.org.
Toastmasters International: Guests
welcome; 7 p.m.; Whole Foods
Market, 2000 N. Federal Hwy., Fort
Lauderdale. 954-782-9951.
What Is Your BMI?: Lecture; 1-2
p.m.; Healthy Life Center at the
Hollywood Medical Center, 3702
Washington St., Hollywood; free,
but reservations required.
800-237-8701.

timeless tale of young and
complicated love performed by
real-life newlywed actors Carrie
Santanna and Adam Simpson; 8
p.m. Thursday-Saturday, 2 p.m.
Sundays; through Feb. 13;
Hollywood Playhouse, 2640
Washington St., Hollywood;
954-922-0404 or visit www.
hollywoodplayhouse.com; $25,
half-price for students.
Will Rogers Follies: With music by
Cy Coleman, the show follows the
life of the humorist and actor; 2 p.m.
Wednesday, 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.
Thursday-Saturday, 7 p.m. Sundays;
through March 6; Stage Door
Theatre, 8036 W. Sample Rd., Coral
Springs, 954-344-7765 or visit
www.stagedoortheatre.com;
$27-$30.

FOR KIDS/FAMILIES

COMING UP

Aesop’s Oh So Slightly Updated
Fables: Favorite tales told like never
before, fun, fast-paced, and full of
surprises; 7 p.m. Friday; Pine Crest
School, 1501 NE 62nd St., Fort
Lauderdale; free. 954-492-4168.
Paradise!: Musical acted by and for
kids; aimed at ages 8-12 and deals
with the issue of blame and learning
to take responsibility for one’s
actions; 2 and 5 p.m. Sunday; $5;
Broward County Main Library, 100
S. Andrews Ave., Fort Lauderdale.
954-385-3060
The Toy Castle: TV show brought to
life, as a handsome soldier, several
dolls, Freda Frog and other
characters tell stories to kids using
mime, dance and narration; 10 a.m.
Saturday; Coral Springs Center for
the Arts, 2855 Coral Springs Dr., ;
954-344-5990 or visit www.
coralspringscenterforthearts.com;
$9.54.

CLASSES

HEALTH/FITNESS

Cooking With Soy: Holistic cooking
class focuses on proper diet while
satisfying taste buds; short lecture
followed by cooking and sampling
dishes, such as Mediterranean
delicacies; 6:30-9:30 p.m. Tuesdays,
through Feb. 15; Hollywood Beach
Cultural and Community Center,
1301 S. Ocean Dr., Hollywood; $125
for the series. 954-921-3600.

Arthritis Self-Help Course:
Self-management program
designed to help people cope with
arthritis or fibromyalgia; 2:30-4:30
p.m. Tuesdays through Feb. 8;
Imperial Point Medical Center, 6401
N. Federal Hwy., Fort Lauderdale;
class is free, book is $20.
954-776-8830.
Hollywood Medical Center Health
Lectures and Support Groups:
• Breast cancer support group:
7-8:30 p.m. Tuesdays;
• Aging and Exercise: Separating
Myths from Realities: 2-3 p.m.
Thursday.
Whole Body Fair: Demos, sampling
and giveaways from vendors;
Saturday; Whole Foods Market,
7720 Peters Rd., Plantation; free.
954-236-0600.

CLUBS
A capella group: South Florida
Jubilee Sweet Adelines chorus
seeks new members for
performance group; 7 p.m.
Tuesdays; Pioneer Middle School,
5350 SW 90th Ave., Cooper City.
954-678-4223.
Coral Springs Chess Club:
6:30-10:30 p.m. Tuesdays; Safety
Town, 520 Ramblewood Dr., Coral
Springs. Call Dave at 954-755-7900
or visit www.
coralspringschessclub.com.

CULTURAL
Anything Goes: Romantic Cole
Porter musical comedy is set in the
’30s on a luxury liner headed for
England; 7:30 p.m.
Thursday-Friday; 2 p.m. Saturday;
Nova Southeastern University, 3301
College Ave., Fort Lauderdale,
954-262-5477 or www.nova.edu;
$5-$15; Miniaci Performing Arts
Center, 954-262-4402.
Paul Bunyan: Part light operetta,
part musical comedy, the legendary
story with a libretto by poet W.H.
Auden; sung in English; 8 p.m.
Thursday and Saturday; Broward
Center for the Performing Arts, 201
SW Fifth Ave., Fort Lauderdale;
954-462-0222 or visit www.
browardcenter.org; $19-$150.
Chinese Golden Dragon Acrobats:
Acrobatic troupe mixes traditional
dance, ancient and contemporary
theatrical techniques; 8 p.m.
Tuesday; Bailey Concert Hall, 3501
SW Davie Rd., (Broward
Community College), Davie;
$20-$30. 954-201-7540 or
Ticketmaster.
Coral Springs Museum of Art: 2855
Coral Springs Dr., Coral Springs.
954-340-5000:
• Exhibition featuring Yuroz, Grace
Dubow and Grace Fishenfeld:
through Feb. 19.
Frank Sinatra Jr.: 8 p.m. Thursday;
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel and
Casino, 1 Seminole Way, (exit
Stirling Road), Hollywood; $40.
954-327-7625.
The Full Monty: Broadway musical
about six buddies whose desperate
plan to get their lives back together
requires them to triumph over their
fears, nerves and modesty; 7:30
p.m. Wednesday-Thursday; Coral
Springs Center for the Arts, 2855
Coral Springs Dr., Coral Springs;
954-344-5990 or visit www.
coralspringscenterforthearts.com;
$53-$63.60.
Gin Blossoms: 8 p.m. Wednesday;
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel and
Casino, 1 Seminole Way, (exit
Stirling Road), Hollywood; free.
954-583-3250.
KISS Country Chili Cook Off: 8 a.m.
Sunday; C.B. Smith Park, 900 N.
Flamingo Rd., Pembroke Pines; $30.
954-437-2650.
Lunch With the Librarian: Librarian
Kurt Van Atta discusses Time and
Again by Jack Finney; noon-1 p.m.
Thursday; North Regional Library,
Broward Community College North
Campus, 1100 Coconut Creek Blvd.,
Coconut Creek; free. 954-201-2601.
Madama Butterfly: Puccini’s 1904
opera, a doomed love story set in
Nagasaki; 8 p.m. Tuesday; Coral
Springs Center for the Arts, 2855
Coral Springs Dr.; $35-$40.
954-344-5990 or visit www.
coralspringscenterforthearts.com.
Romeo And Juliet: Shakespeare’s
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RELIGION
Pompano Golda Meir Chapter of
Hadassah: Book and author
luncheon features investigative
journalist Donna Rosenthal, author
of The Israelis, a New York Times
bestseller; 11:30 a.m. Jan. 31; Brooks
Restaurant, 500 S. Federal Hwy.,
Deerfield Beach; $40. Call Lil Pintow
at 954-972-6926 or Sylvia Crystal at
954-974-0362.

SCHOOL REUNIONS
Abraham Lincoln High School,
Brooklyn N.Y.: All years; Feb. 13;
Signature Grand, 6900 State Road
84, Davie. Call Mickee
954-47304148 or Joan
561-364-4794.
Boys High, Brooklyn, N.Y.: All
years; 11:30 a.m. Feb. 13; Diamante’s
Banquet Center, 6501 W.
Commercial Blvd., Tamarac. Call
George Newman at 305-932-2750
or 305-932-6985.
Bronx High School of Science, New
York City: All years; March 13.
305-205-0834.
Jackson High ’85: May 28; Eden Roc
Hotel, 4525 Collins Ave., Miami
Beach. Call Henry Roberts at
770-488-2515.

VOLUNTEERS
Broward County Library’s Prime
Time Program: Seeking seniors who
want to read stories to young
children (ages 3-5) at day-care
centers. Training program includes
a free half-day workshop on how to
present an effective story program
for preschool-age children. A
10-week site assignment at a center
follows. Training workshops begin
in early February; free. For more
information, call 954-357-7846.
Broward General Medical Center:
Looking for helpers to assist staff in
same-day surgery, pediatrics,
emergency department and other
areas. Must be 15 years or older. For
more information, call
954-355-5375.
COSAC Foundation: Group that
provides assistance to the
homeless, abused women and
children and individuals with
AIDS/HIV, needs volunteers to
prepare sandwiches for Broward
County’s homeless. For more
information, call 954-557-7326.
Hairstylists For Humanity: Seeks
licensed cosmetologists to provide
beauty services to diverse people.
Recipients of the services are
homeless, victims of abuse and
foster children. For more
information, call Mario at
954-735-4459 or visit www.
hairstylistsforhumanity.org.
Send notices of coming events in
writing at least three weeks before
the publication date to: Calendar
Editor, The Herald, 2010 NW 150th
Ave., Pembroke Pines, FL 33028; fax
to 954-538-7021; or e-mail to
newscalendar@herald.com.
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Marlins again seeking state
money to build a new home
MARLINS, FROM 1B

•

Rep. Gus Barreiro, a Miami
Beach Republican. ‘‘When the
average citizen sees them
paying millions to a player for
his salary, it’s difficult to
understand why [the Marlins]
are asking for someone’s
hard-earned tax money and
not paying for everything
themselves.’’
Barreiro tried to persuade
the Marlins in 2003 to borrow
money at a cheap rate from
the nation’s largest unionowned insurance company,
ULLICO, as long as it used
union labor during construction. The deal fell through.
All told, the 38,000-seat
retractable
roof,
airconditioned stadium the Marlins are seeking to build
would cost $420 million,
including the cost of land.
The Marlins plan to pay about
$192 million. Subtracting city
and county help, the project
needs another $60 million.
Team President Samson
said the Marlins don’t have
the finances to completely
pay for a new stadium, and
are locked into a money-losing deal at Dolphins Stadium,
which the team must leave by
2010. He said the team
deserves the subsidy because
seven other sports teams in
Florida already get it.
BUSINESS INCENTIVES
‘‘The government provides
subsidies and incentives for
business to locate and do
business in a certain place,’’
Samson said. ‘‘We just want to
be afforded the same opportunities that other businesses,
and other sports teams in the
state, already have.’’
There’s a wrinkle in Samson’s logic, however.
The franchise technically
already received the money
when the Marlins started
playing baseball in 1993.
Then-owner Wayne Huizenga persuaded lawmakers
to give him the money to retrofit the Dolphins’ football
stadium to accommodate
baseball. Huizenga kept the
cash, but sold the team.
In fact, Huizenga did more
than recoup the cost of the $10
million retrofit: He’ll get an
additional $50 million from
taxpayers because of the way
the subsidy program is struc-

‘When the average citizen sees
them paying millions to a player
for his salary, it’s difficult to
understand why [the Marlins]
are asking for someone’s
hard-earned tax money and not
paying for everything themselves.’
— State Rep. GUS BARREIRO, R-Miami Beach

----------------------------------------‘Government provides subsidies
and incentives for business to
locate . . . in a certain place. We
just want to be afforded the same
opportunities that other
businesses, and other sports
teams in the state, already have.’
— DAVID SAMSON, Florida Marlins president

tured. It guarantees a team
owner the right to collect $2
million annually from the
state for 30 years once the
state certifies that the team
generates at least $2 million in
sales tax collections in its first
year.
Last year, as lawmakers
flirted with steep healthcare
cuts, then-Senate President
Jim King said the perception
of such ‘‘corporate welfare’’
made it tough to contemplate
helping the Marlins. But what
really doomed the team’s
effort was the fact that it dallied in filing a bill, one of the
most essential tasks in any
legislature.
Their proposal surfaced
only two weeks before the
end of the 60-day spring lawmaking session. By that point,
slowness, not speed, kills.
And the proposal wasn’t easy
to spot. It surfaced on page 16
of a 17-page House bill concerning taxes, mortgages and
escrow accounts.
There was no companion
legislation in the Senate —
another near-must. Also, Samson said at the time that the
financing request was ‘‘now
or never,’’ something that
lawmakers saw as a veiled
threat.
To Capitol observers, it all
looked like a replay of 2001,

when the owner of the team at
the time, John Henry, said the
Marlins would leave Florida
unless it got a roofed stadium.
The team, which had won the
1997 World Series, said it
could never repeat because
the field was too rainy. The
Marlins, under Jeffrey Loria’s
new ownership, won the title
again in 2003.
The team didn’t file a
stand-alone bill in 2001.
Instead, it slipped language
into a bill largely consisting of
technical cleanup provisions

in the tax code, and a few
minor, agreed-upon tax
breaks. When House leaders
larded the bill with pet proposals, the Senate killed it on
the last day of session.
‘‘In the Senate, things are
pretty simple: We want to
know what we’re voting on,’’
said Sen. Alex Villalobos, a
Miami Republican who sponsored the measure in 2001 but
let it die when things became
murky. ‘‘And if there’s no bill,
there’s no vote.’’
AGAIN NO BILL
Now, once again, there’s no
bill. And Villalobos predicts a
tough time ahead for the Marlins if the team doesn’t file
one before the March legislative session.
Unlike some of his colleagues, Villalobos said he
didn’t perceive the Marlins’
recent trip to Las Vegas as a
threat or a devious strategy.
‘‘If they want to leave, they
can,’’ Villalobos said.
Samson said the team
wants to stay in South Florida.
And he said this year is different. Unlike in the past, the
team is firming up its stadium-financing plans with the
city of Miami and MiamiDade County.
Senate President Lee said
he’s still angry with the team
over its Las Vegas trip. ‘‘I’m
still willing to keep an open
mind about this. I said I would
give them a fair shot,’’ Lee
said. ‘‘But they’re going to
have to change the way they
play this game.’’

SMART

ByX

SWING AND A MISS
A look at the Marlins’ lobbying efforts in Tallahassee for
money for a new stadium:
• 2000: The Marlins propose funding a stadium with a
$4-per-passenger tax on cruise ships. Gov. Jeb Bush kills
the idea on baseball’s opening day.
• 2001: The Marlins, after appeasing local lawmakers it
had cut out of the loop, propose getting a state subsidy
of about $122 million. The plan is killed on the last day of
the lawmaking session.
• 2003: Fresh off a World Series victory, the Marlins
again head to Tallahassee, looking for a state subsidy of
about $60 million. The team waits too long, tries to sneak
the language into a tax bill — and watches it die.
• 2004: Marlins execs take a trip to Las Vegas to talk
about relocating the team. Senate President Tom Lee
accuses the team of engaging in ‘‘terrorist’’ tactics.

BROWARD COUNTY

Residents sounding off on noise
justifiable horn blow, then
hey, you’ve got to fill out the
report.’’
He and other residents in
the Lakes of Emerald Hills are
also calling for a 22-foot wall
to be built to help absorb the
rumble of the additional
trains. They point out that the
new track is 10 feet closer to
their homes and that as part of
building the track, crews
cleared out thick, tall vegetation that had provided a natural barrier.

TRAINS, FROM 1B
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wake me up. And I run my
business from my house, so
I’ll be on the phone and people are like, ‘What is that?’ ’’
It’s a complaint echoed by
one resident after another.
But in some areas, people
near the tracks could soon get
a break.
After a decade of study, the
Federal Railroad Administration is expected to release
guidelines in the coming days
for communities that want to
apply to become a ‘‘quiet
zone,’’ meaning passenger
and freight trains would not
sound their air horns, except
in an emergency.
Current Florida law mandates that trains begin blowing the horn 1,500 feet before
each public crossing.
But upgrades to the crossings — like having four fullsize gates that completely
block all lanes of traffic and
lane dividers to keep vehicles
from driving around the barriers — could make communities eligible for the ban.
It has been up to each state
to determine rules for the socalled ‘‘whistle ban,’’ but at
the request of Congress, the
FRA has been working to
come up with a national standard, which would supersede
all local laws.
During the 1980s, the state
imposed a nighttime ban on
much of the Florida East
Coast Railway, which runs
from Jacksonville to Miami on
a different track, a couple of
miles east of Tri-Rail’s.
The result: The number of
trains colliding with cars and
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HEADING OUT: A southbound Tri-Rail commuter train
leaves the Boynton Beach station Friday morning.
trucks nearly tripled between
10 p.m. and 6 a.m., the hours
the ban was in place.
‘‘The slaughter was awful,’’
said FEC historian Seth Bramson. ‘‘The stupidity of people
driving around the gates.’’
‘SAFETY DEVICE’
In 1991, the FRA issued an
emergency order telling engineers to resume sounding the
horn, and the number of accidents returned to the previous level.
The FEC track would not
be eligible for a whistle ban
because its crossings are not
being upgraded, unless communities decide they want to
pay for it.
FEC spokesman Husein
Cumber said it has no interest
in returning to a whistle ban
unless pushed by the communities, calling the audible
warning ‘‘a proven and successful safety device.’’

The Florida Department of
Transportation is sponsoring
a seminar Feb. 3 at its Fort
Lauderdale office, with representatives from local governments, the railroads and federal officials to discuss the
new regulations.
They will likely go into
effect in April, and each community will need to apply for
the ban. Engineers would still
be able to pull the horn if they
see something on the tracks,
but some residents worry that
could lead to abuse.
Martin Shugar, chairman of
the Noise Pollution Committee for his Hollywood development, said railroads should
be required to file a detailed
incident report for each
occurrence.
‘‘How often do they see
something and need to blow?
I’m going to guess maybe
once every two or three
weeks,’’ Shugar said. ‘‘If it’s a

FOLLOWING SUIT
Other cities along the
tracks are also interested in
applying to become quiet
zones, including Boca Raton.
The moan of passing trains
has been a part of most
coastal cities in South Florida
since their founding, but Hollywood Mayor Mara Giulianti
has no regrets or nostalgia for
‘‘an intrusive noise that could
be eliminated.’’
‘‘We’re excited as could be.
We’re very pleased that,
because of the four quadrant
gates, we’re going to be able
to finally, hopefully get some
peace and quiet for our residents.’’
Pedro Garcia, who lives
just a few blocks south of Hollywood Boulevard, also is
optimistic.
‘‘In the middle of the night,
when we’re sleeping, they’re
blowing the horn two or three
times. There’s no reason for
it, no cars going by. So we’d
like to have the silence.’’
Herald staff writer Jerry
Berrios contributed to this
report.
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