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Injured man saved
3 days after fall
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AWAITING VERDICT: Miami Commissioner Arthur Teele Jr.
in court. He faces up to five years in prison.

CHALLENGE

Jury: Teele
is guilty of
cop threats

12 CULINARY
STUDENTS
GO FORK
TO FORK
IN THE
HERALD’S
FOURWEEK
COOKING
CONTEST

HERALD.COM: For an
interactive guide to the
Chefs’ Challenge, click
on Today’s Extras.

■ A Miami-Dade jury
convicted Miami
Commissioner Arthur Teele
Jr. of threatening an
undercover police
detective, but acquitted
him of assault for allegedly
trying to run the officer off
the road during a chase.

Meet the chefs on CBS4
at 5 and 11 p.m.

COOKING CLASS
ENROLLMENT AT
CULINARY SCHOOLS
KEEPS GOING UP,
SEE STORY BELOW

BY SCOTT HIAASEN
shiaasen@herald.com

3µ hours before finding that
Teele illegally tried to influence a police investigation
when he made threats against
undercover police officers
whom the commissioner spotted following his wife in traffic
last August.
After chasing one of the
detectives on the surveillance
detail on Miami streets and
expressways, Teele eventually
confronted them on the Julia
Tuttle Causeway and said he
was an ‘‘armed man’’ and they
had ‘‘better come out shooting’’ if they followed his wife

Suspended Miami Commissioner Arthur Teele Jr. was
convicted Wednesday of a felony charge of threatening a
police officer — a devastating
climax to a political career 855.780
that saw Teele rise to be one •TURN TO TEELE, 2A
of Miami-Dade County’s most
powerful leaders.
The jury of three men and ■ HERALD.COM: GO TO TODAY’S
EXTRAS TO SEE VIDEO OF THE
three women deliberated for VERDICT BEING READ

INSIDE
NATION, 3A

SMEAR TACTIC
IS ALLEGED
MICHAEL JACKSON
TRIAL WITNESS TELLS
OF SMEAR CAMPAIGN
PLANNED AGAINST
ACCUSER’S MOTHER

NURI VALLBONA/HERALD STAFF

TO SAFETY: Miami-Dade firefighters on Wednesday lift David
Estigarribia from below the old Port of Miami-Dade bridge.

A CORAL GABLES MAN SPENT THREE DAYS UNDER A
BRIDGE WITHOUT FOOD OR A WAY TO CALL FOR
HELP. FINALLY, A WORKER HEARD HIS CRIES.

FLORIDA, 1B

SLOTS VOTE
ATTACKED
DON’T USE GAMBLING
MONEY TO PAY FOR
SLOTS ELECTION,
STATE OFFICIALS
WARN COUNTIES

BY LUISA YANEZ
AND MICHAEL HIBBLEN
lyanez@herald.com

A Coral Gables man chasing after
his tumbling cellphone fell off the old
Port of Miami-Dade bridge into a dark
concrete shaft 40 feet below — and lay
there for three days unnoticed and
unable to move, surviving only on
stagnant water.
On Wednesday, just before 7:30
a.m., the pain, hunger and isolation
finally ended for David Estigarribia, 31.
A maintenance worker making his
weekly rounds heard his cries for help.

BUSINESS, 1C

STATE SUES
TENET HOSPITALS
HOSPITAL CHAIN IS
ACCUSED OF TAKING
MONEY THAT PUBLIC
HOSPITALS COULD
HAVE USED

‘‘Heeeey! Is there somebody there?’’
a startled Manuel Amador said someone called out to him, seemingly from
out of thin air.
‘‘I got scared. This place is usually
very quiet,’’ Amador said.
The old bridge, just south of the
newer, bustling bridge and within view
of Bayside Marketplace, is closed to
vehicular and pedestrian traffic.
Tracking the voice, Amador walked
along the bridge. He looked over the
side railing. Below, just off the span
1193.000
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■ HERALD.COM: GO TO TODAY’S EXTRAS TO HEAR AN INTERVIEW WITH THE RESCUER

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY

14 indicted over
hurricane claims
■ A grand jury indicted 14
Miami-Dade residents
accused of submitting
phony damage claims in
the aftermath of Hurricane
Frances last fall.
BY DAVID OVALLE
AND DEBBIE CENZIPER
dcenziper@herald.com

Fourteen Miami-Dade
County residents who were
paid a total of more than
$156,000 in disaster assistance
after Hurricane Frances were
indicted Wednesday on
charges of submitting bogus

claims to the federal government.
The defendants, most from
the Homestead area, were separately charged with wire
fraud and submitting false
and fraudulent claims to
the Federal Emergency Management Agency. The claims
ranged from $1,452 to almost
$25,000.
1103.000
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■ HERALD.COM: CLICK ON TODAY’S

EXTRAS TO READ THE GRAND JURY
INDICTMENTS
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• Bryan Norcross’ forecast,
back of Section B
• For more online, go to
weather.herald.com
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Life is an endless trial
for convicted spy chief

■ Plentiful jobs and the Food Network effect
have boosted culinary school enrollment.

■ Peru’s former spy chief

BY DANIEL CHANG

was convicted again, this
time for taking payoffs
from imprisoned drug
dealers — and his legal
troubles are not over.

dchang@herald.com

When the prestigious French culinary academy Le
❄❄
Cordon Bleu opened❄a❄South
Florida
campus in May
❄❄❄
— its 13th in the United States — administrators
didn’t expect to enroll more than 300 students by
winter.
The Miramar school now has about 430 — a mix
of recent high school graduates, food industry veterans and midlife career changers.
‘‘It’s just one of those professions that continues to
grow and expand,’’ says campus president Patricia
Bisciotti, adding that South Florida hotels, restaurants and cruise lines provide a ready pool of jobs for
graduates. ‘‘Culinary art has always been a fashionable industry in areas
of large
tourism.’’
❄❄
❄ ❄ ❄ ❄❄
Indeed, South Florida’s
major culinary training
grounds — Le Cordon Bleu, the Art Institute of Fort
Lauderdale, Johnson & Wales University and Florida

BY TYLER BRIDGES
tbridges@herald.com

CHUCK FADELY/HERALD STAFF

VOILA: Adrianne Calvo, with crab
salad over carrot soufflé.
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LIMA — Former spy chief
Vladimiro Montesinos has
taken another legal hit, continuing his ignominious transformation from Peru’s most
feared man to an oft-convicted
criminal.
A special anti-corruption
court convicted Montesinos
on Tuesday of taking payoffs
from jailed drug traffickers in
exchange for leaning on judges

to lessen their sentences.
The shadowy intelligence
chief under President Alberto
Fujimori during the 1990s, he
received a seven-year sentence, which he will serve concurrently with a 15-year sentence from a previous
corruption case. He has now
been convicted in seven different cases.
But Montesinos’ legal woes
are only beginning. There are
nearly 70 cases pending
against him, including the
most serious.
‘‘The tentacles of the
empire he created are so vast,
and he brought so many peo1559.500
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Teele convicted of threats
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again.
The jury cleared Teele of a
second felony charge of
aggravated assault for allegedly trying to ram his car into
an unmarked SUV driven by a
Miami-Dade detective.
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Outdoor art festival
featuring the work of over 300 artists from across the nation.
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PENALTY AWAITS
Teele, 58, could face up to
five years in prison. The felony conviction means the
commissioner will be
stripped of his civil rights,
including voting and holding
a public office. Teele remains
free on bail until his sentencing hearing May 4 before
Miami-Dade Circuit Judge
Dennis Murphy.
More legal problems await
the controversial commissioner. In December, he was
charged separately with 10
counts of unlawful compensation for allegedly receiving
$100,000 in kickbacks as
chairman of Miami’s Community Redevelopment Agency

— charges Teele denies.
Teele showed no reaction
when the guilty verdict was
announced. Then, after he
was fingerprinted, he left the
courtroom trailed by a group
of stalwart supporters from
Miami’s black community.
‘‘Whenever your friend is
in trouble, it’s always painful,’’ said the Rev. Richard
Dunn, a former Miami commissioner. ‘‘You just have to
continue to pray for him and
support him.’’
Teele said he would talk
with his lawyer, David Garvin, before deciding whether
to appeal. He maintained his
innocence and said jurors
failed to understand evidence
he believed showed that the
police exaggerated the events
that led to his arrest.
Teele told jurors he
thought his wife was being
stalked, and he had no idea
the man he saw behind her in
traffic was a police officer.
He said he chased the officer’s car in an effort to make a

citizen’s arrest, and he never
intended to threaten the
police.
‘‘Could he have used better
words? Absolutely. Was he
frustrated? Absolutely,’’ Garvin told jurors.
Teele’s conviction was bittersweet for Miami-Dade
State Attorney Katherine
Fernández Rundle, who said
Teele helped her early in her
career.
‘‘In these kinds of cases,
justice is an elusive thing
because you feel let down,’’
she said.
‘‘It’s a very sad day for people in public service, for the
community as a whole,
because one of our leaders
was convicted of a crime.’’
Teele was born in Maryland and raised in Tallahassee, where his father was a
history professor at Florida
A&M University and his
mother taught high school. He
served in the U.S. Army in
Vietnam.
Teele, a Republican, ran

the Urban Mass Transit
Administration during the
first Reagan administration,
then got into Miami-Dade
politics in 1990. He defeated
Barbara Carey-Shuler that
year to win a seat on the
County Commission, which
he held until an unsuccessful
run for county mayor in 1996.
A BIG VOICE
In 1997, he was elected to
the Miami City Commission
to represent neighborhoods
including Overtown, Model
City and Little Haiti.
Teele, a lawyer, became an
influential voice on the commission, serving as head of
the Community Redevelopment Agency created to redevelop Overtown.
But that position led to his
downfall: He was under surveillance in an investigation
into CRA-related corruption
allegations when he chased
and threatened an undercover
police officer on Aug. 24.

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY

14 accused of fraudulent claims
FEMA, FROM 1A

•

‘‘Truly reprehensible,’’
First Assistant U.S. Attorney
Thomas Mulvihill said at a
news conference announcing
the first indictments in
Miami-Dade for recent hurricane fraud.
In one case, officials said
Sherry Richardson, 43, collected $19,337 from FEMA for
damages to her belongings at
a home on 11th Avenue in
Homestead. But investigators
said she moved before the
storm struck on Sept. 5 near
Stuart — about 140 miles
away.
‘THE GALL TO APPLY’
Quiana Riggins, 26, of
Homestead, received $24,754
after allegedly telling FEMA
inspectors the hurricane
caused a sewer to back up at
her home. But investigators
found that the sewer had
backed up weeks before the
hurricane — and that her
home had already been condemned by the city.

‘‘She still had the gall to
apply when she wasn’t entitled to any money,’’ Mulvihill
said.
Ten defendants were
arrested Wednesday and
released on bond. Officials
said two others will appear in
court today, and two defendants were not in custody.
The maximum prison term
is 20 years for each mail fraud
count and five years for each
false claim charge. If convicted, most of the defendants
would likely face much
shorter terms because of the
relatively small amounts of
the FEMA payouts.
Overall, Miami-Dade residents have received nearly $31
million for property damage
caused by Frances. Among
other things, FEMA approved
claims for televisions, air conditioners, microwaves, computers and refrigerators.

internal reviews found no evidence of widespread fraud.
Most of the money went to
residents in poverty-stricken
neighborhoods, where even a
severe thunderstorm can
cause widespread damage,
especially for families living
in substandard housing.
On Wednesday, FEMA
officials said they will work
with investigators on cases of
suspected fraud.
‘‘It is unfortunate that individuals may seek to take
advantage of the assistance
meant for those who have suffered losses from disasters,’’
FEMA director Michael
Brown said in a written statement.
The payouts in a county
barely brushed by strong hurricane winds have roused suspicion from Florida to Washington, D.C., prompting
congressional investigations
and federal probes.

MOST CLAIMS VALIDATED
In recent months, FEMA
officials have defended the
payouts, saying the agency’s

PROBE CONTINUES
Mulvihill said federal officials initially focused on the

Homestead area in South
Miami-Dade, but the investigation is ongoing. He declined
to discuss the scope of the
fraud.
The investigation was conducted by the Office of
Inspector General at the
Department of Homeland
Security, which oversees
FEMA; the U.S. Postal Service
and the Homestead Police
Department.
DEFENDING HIS MOTHER
Johnny Barber, 23, showed
up at the federal detention
center to pick up his mother,
Mary, who is charged with
fraudulently collecting $9,806
from FEMA.
‘‘That’s where the money is
needed — in Homestead,’’ he
said. ‘‘I don’t think they would
have given it to her if she
didn’t need it.’’
FEMA has processed more
than 1.2 million applications
since the Florida hurricanes.
Herald researcher Monika
Z. Leal contributed to this
report.
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Injured man is rescued three days after fall
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David Estigarribia said his ordeal began Sunday night when he
dropped his cellphone and it bounced off the bridge to a concrete
lip some five feet below.
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‘STORY OF SURVIVAL’
‘‘This is a true amazing
story of survival,’’ said MiamiDade Fire Capt. Louie Fernandez.
Rescue workers attributed
Estigarribia’s will to live, the
filthy runoff water within his
reach and recent warm
weather for his survival.
Neighbors said Estigarribia, who moved in with his
parents several months ago,
described himself as a boxer
and a martial arts enthusiast
who joined the U.S. Marines
and was headed to Afghanistan.
It’s unclear what Estigarribia was doing on the bridge.
He passed clearly marked No

Cell
phone

1 Estigarribia
said he climbed
over the large
silver handrail,
held on to it
with one hand
and tried to
reach the
phone with the
other.

AmericanAirlines
Arena

E BLV
BISCAYN

and lying on a littered concrete slab was Estigarribia. He
was on his side, his right leg
bloody.
‘‘Call 911. I fell. I think I
broke my back,’’ a shaken
Estigarribia told Amador, who
radioed his boss.
Estigarribia told Amador
he had been there since Sunday night. ‘‘I’ve been here
three days.’’ Amador tried to
be comforting while they
waited for rescuers.
‘‘He just told me: ‘Don’t
leave me alone. . . . Please
don’t leave,’ ’’ said Amador,
who became the hero of the
day. ‘‘He was only moving his
head. I tried to help the guy,
but there’s no access down
there unless you fall like he
did.’’
Estigarribia was rescued
and taken to Jackson Memorial Hospital’s Ryder Trauma
Center, where he was still
being treated Wednesday
night.

THREE DAY ORDEAL

POR

T BL

Bayfront
Park

VD.

Dodge
Island

Biscayne
Bay

2 Estigarribia said
he then lost his
grip and tumbled
40 feet, bouncing
off the wall on his
way down.

LYNN OCCHIUZZO / HERALD STAFF

Trespassing signs to stroll on
it. Early reports that he was
fishing were not true. He may
have driven his car to Bayside, then walked up the
bridge. No one knows for
sure.

and Angela, who live on Castile Plaza, were out of town.
No one filed a missing persons report on him, according
to Miami-Dade, Miami and
Coral Gables police.
But the weather was kind.
‘‘In any other part of the country, at this time of year, he
would have died of exposure,’’ said T.W. Cyr, a firefighter involved in the rescue.
Estigarribia said his ordeal
began when he dropped his
cellphone and it bounced off
the bridge to a concrete lip
some five feet below.

RESTRICTED AREA
‘‘Tourists sometimes go
there to look at the city skyline, but that is a restricted
area and it’s clearly marked,’’
said Andrea Muñiz, a port
spokeswoman.
To complicate matters for
Estigarribia, his parents, Beny

He told rescuers he
climbed over a large silver
handrail and held onto it with
one hand as he tried to reach
the phone with his other
hand.
But he lost his grip and fell,
bouncing off the wall on his
way down. He landed feet
first.
Estigarribia told rescuers
he had no cellphone to call for
help, no food. He drank stagnant water. ‘‘It was nasty,’’
Cyr said of the water.
TRICKY RESCUE
Because of his apparent leg
and back injuries, Estigarribia
may have been unable to walk
and could only drag himself
along the ground. For rescue
workers, lifting the injured
Estigarribia out of the hardto-reach shaft was tricky.
‘‘For us, this is by far our
Tillie Tooter call of 2005,’’
Fernandez said, referring to
the 2000 rescue in Broward
County of then-83-year-old
Tooter, who spent three days
inside her car in a swamp
after her car was struck on
Interstate 595.
‘‘It was a cohesive effort by
about 20 fire rescue individuals who put a lot of training to
the test,’’ Fernandez said.
Once firefighters reached
Estigarribia, they placed him
on a metal basket and used a
pully attached to a fire truck
to lift him to the bridge above.
He was then flown by helicopter to Jackson.
‘‘The first thing he asked
the rescuer who reached him
was, ‘What’s the name of the
person who saved my life?’ ’’
Fernandez said.
Herald news partner
WFOR-CBS4 contributed to
this report.
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